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Hanging By a Thread 

The Picasso Boutique Serviced 
Residences 

119 LP Leviste St., Salcedo Village 
Makati City 

^March 23-April 14 ©828-4774 

INCEPTO: Ink Drawings 

Art Cube Gallery, 3/L Glorietta 4 
Ayala Ave. cor. Pasay Road 
Ayala Center, Makati City 
io until March 24 ©752-9089 

^Dartcubephilippines@gmail.com 

Czech Post Avantgarde Photography 

Camera Club of the Philippines Center 
5/F, Walter Mart, Makati City 
Sluntil March 31 ©811-1155 

^Dczechembassymanila@gmail.com 

©Underground Gallery 

2/L, Makati Cinema Square 
PasongTamo, Makati City 

Ronald Caringal: In The Beginning 
Kadin Tiu: Mercurial 

SRuntil April 2 ©833-7817 

^Dundergroundl2615@gmail.com 

Alfred Marasigan: Places 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Roxas Blvd. cor. Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. 
CCP Complex, Pasay City 
SRuntil April 10 ©832-1125 

^Dccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

A Taste of Gutai: Lito and Kim 
Camacho Collection 

Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
jSuntil April 10 ©759-8288 

^Dhel lo@ayalamuseum.org 

Dido Gustilo-Villasor: Puno’t Dulo 

Unit312-A, LRI Design Plaza 
210 N. Garcia St., Bel-Air 
Makati City 

jSuntil April 11 ©0922-8878757 

^Djungphilippines@yahoo.com 

@Art Informal 

277 Connecticut St. 

GreenhilIs East, Mandaluyong City 

•Eugenia Alcaide: Insidious 
•Lubin Nepomuceno: Mending Wall 

Sluntil April 16 ©725-8518 

Roberto Feleo:Mito ng Aklasang Basi 
Antipas Delotavo: Agos 

Jorge B. Vargas Museum 
University of the Philippines 
Roxas Ave., Diliman, Quezon City 
jSuntil April 18 
©928-1927 local 404 
^Dvargasmuseum@gmail.com 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. Dela Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
•The World We Live In, through the 
Lens of Contemporary Photography 
SRuntil March 27 ©759-8288 

^Drsvpsg@sundaramtagore.com 

Writing Workshops 
•Travel Writing with April Yap 
SRApril 20, 22 (Fees apply) 

•Basic Creative Writing for Young 
Adults with Mina V. Esguerra 
dH3May 2, 4, 6 (Fees apply) 
©759-7117 loc 21 or 25 
^Dvillaflores.md@ayalamuseum.org 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Henry Sy still Philippines’ richest 


Mall and real estate magnate 
Henry Sy Sr. is still the country’s 
richest man, leading 11 other 
Filipinos who made it to Forbes 
magazine’s 2016 annual billionaires 
list. 

The list covered 1,810 billionaires 
around the world, down from a 


record 1,826 the previous year. 

The 91-year-old Sy, with a net 
worth of $12.9 billion, ranked 
71st on the list while another 
taipan, John Gokongwei, 88, was 
second richest in the Philippines, 
ranking 270th with a net worth of 
$5 billion. 


Airline and tobacco magnate 
Lucio Tan, 81, has a net worth of 
$4 billion. He came in third among 
the 11 Filipino billionaires and No. 
380 on the annual Forbes list. 

George Ty, 83, ranked 4th 
among Filipino billionaires and 
421st on the list. 


Three Filipinos, meanwhile, were 
tied at 569th place: construction 
mogul David Consunji, 94, mall 
and property magnate Andrew 
Tan, 63, and fast food giant 
Jollibee Foods Corp. founder Tony 
TanCaktiong, 63, all with a net 
worth of $3 billion. 


Taipan Gotianun, ex-ambassador Cabangon-Chua pass away 



Gotianun Cabangon-Chua 


Taipan Andrew Gotianun Sr. 
passed away on March 10. He was 
88 . 

TheTsinoy businessman founded 
Filinvest Development Corp., 
which owns and controls Filinvest 
Land Inc., one of the country’s 
largest real estate developers. 

Forbes magazine estimated his 
net worth at $910 million at the 


Women can visit the National 
Museum for free this March, 
National Women’s Month. 

Girlfriends looking for activities 
this summer could consider going 
to the National Museum with their 
boy friends and together learn 
about Filipino culture and history. 

Among the exhibits at the 
museum is one on women, such 
as the Larawan and Sabel series 
by National Artist BenCab, at 
the National Museum of Fine 
Arts, the old legislative building 
in Manila. 

Meanwhile, the Center for 
Women’s Resources presented the 
Women’s Agenda containing the 
unfulfilled demands of women for 
the last six years. 

The Women’s Agenda included 
regular and respectable jobs with 
decent living wages, genuine 
distribution of land to peasant 
families, accessibility of quality 
social services, protection from 
abusers and eradication of the 
culture of impunity, and ensuring 
sovereignty for women’s security, 
among others. 

University of the Philippines 
professor Marion Tan, chairperson 
of CWR, said that just like any 
traditional politician, President 


end of 2015, making him the 18th 
wealthiest man in the Philippines. 

His other businesses include 
East West Banking Corp., as well 
as interests in the sugar, hospitality 
and power generation industries. 

The family business was originally 
based in Cebu. Gotianun came to 
the Philippines from mainland 
China when he was 10. 


Aquino made promises that 
turned out to be mere sugarcoated 
popcorn. 

“One by one, his daangmatuwid 
(straight path policy) directed the 
people to a nearly PI-trillion pork 
barrel fund, the record-breaking 
income gap among the rich and 
poor, hundreds of thousands of 
human rights violations, a sell¬ 
out of the country to foreign 
corporations and military powers. 
Thus, after almost six years, the 
cry of the people, particularly of 
women, for jobs and justice, food 
and freedom persist,” she said. 

“The Aquino administration 
should refrain from glorifying the 
country’s growing economy and 
branding it as inclusive growth 
for the people. Only 50 families 
practically own 25.7 percent or 
a quarter of the country’s wealth. 
Poverty incidence among women 
remains high at 25.6 percent, 
despite the implementation of 
the government’s conditional cash 
transfer program,” she added. 

She also noted that the 
women’s vote was significant in 
the 2013 elections. The women 
voter turnout was 77.9 percent 
compared to 77 percent for their 
male counterparts. 


He married Mercedes, 
a Manilena of mixed 
French-Filipino-Chinese 
ancestry who bore four 
children: Andrew Jr., 

Jonathan (now chair 
of East West Bank), 

Josephine and Michael. 

Meanwhile, business 
magnate and former 
ambassador Antonio 
Cabangon-Chua passed 
away on March 11. He was 81. 

Cabangon-Chua had a diverse 
business empire which included 
banking, insurance, real estate, 
hotels, broadcasting and print 
media. 

He was founder of the Citystate 
Savings Bank, Fortune Life 
Insurance Co., Eternal Plans Inc., 
Aliw Broadcasting System, Business 
Mirror and Philippine Graphic 
Weekly , among others. 

In 2014, he acquired a stake in 
Radio Philippines Network (RPN- 
9). The television network has since 


been rebranded as CNN Philippines. 

Cabangon-Chua was a former 
ambassador to Laos. He was also a 
colonel in the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines Reserve Force and an 
honorary member of the Philippine 
Military Academy Class 1956. 

Cabangon-Chua was a certified 
public accountant. He graduated 
from the University of the East with 
a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration in 1956. He was 
conferred a doctorate degree in 
Humanities, honoris causa, by the 
Adamson University. 



Movement for Restoration of Peace and Order chairperson 
Ka Kuen Chua shares his insights in a lecture, “Fengshui or 
Fengphooey? Debunking superstitions,” held at Bahay Tsinoy 
Museum of Chinese in Philippine Life on Feb. 13. 


Free entrance for women at 
National Museum this month 
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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Chinese, 2 others nahbed for P20-M shahu 


A Chinese and his two Filipino cohorts 
were arrested in a drug sting that resulted in 
the seizure of four kilos of shabu worth P20 
million in Manila on March 3. 

Cai Shuiqiao, 40, of 2662 Mansion Park 
Ave. in Pasay City, was nabbed along with 
Ali Samsamin, 29, of Bonifacio St., Upper 
Bicutan, and Nasrullah Ulimpin, 29, of 
Maharlika Village, both in Taguig. 

Police said the suspects did not resist arrest 
when cornered by operatives of the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group at around 
2:30 a.m. 


Aside from the shabu, police also recovered 
from the suspects two vehicles and two 
mobile phones. 

Police said an informant arranged a deal 
with the suspects for a kilo of shabu at the 
parking lot of a gasoline station along Quirino 
Avenue in Barangay 811, Zone 88 in Paco. 

CIDG operatives were dispatched to the 
area. After a few hours, a black Nissan Sentra 
(PQD-683) arrived and one of its occupants 
told the informant to proceed to a blue Toyota 
Vios (NIN-796). 

The suspects were arrested after one of 


them handed over the shabu in exchange 
for P800,000 to a police officer who posed 
as a buyer. 

A search of the Toyota Vios yielded three 
more kilos of shabu. 

Authorities said the suspects were under 
surveillance for a month. They conducted 
an inventory of the confiscated shabu in the 
presence of barangay officials and members 
of the media. 

The suspects are being held at the CIDG 
headquarters at Camp Crame in Quezon 
City. 



Kidnap Watch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration of Peace & Order 


UNREPORTED: Release of a Chinese 
BUSINESSMAN, after payment of 
PI.95 million in ransom, in Metro 
Manila, on March 6. He was kidnapped 
on Feb. 18 near his residence. Ransom 
demand of P500 million was reduced 
to P200 million. 


Thousands join UFI fun run 


A 2,300-strong crowd came 
out in support of Uygongco 
Foundation Inc.’s Fun Run on Feb. 
7, in partnership with Chevrolet 
Iloilo. 

Kids, parents, teenagers, athletes, 
teachers, policemen, senior folks 
and even a dog ran the 5-km 
distance across Benigno Aquino 
Ave., Mandurriao, Iloilo City to 
help the foundation raise funds to 
build a library for its adopted school 


Don Pedro Vasquez Memorial 
School. 

Jero Jaro won in the male 
category while Jhonna Palencia 
dominated the female category. 

Special awards were also given to 
Hannah Jane Gonzales, 9, for being 
the Youngest Finisher and Special 
Awardee of Philippine Leading 
Infinite Logistics Inc.; Eduardo Tan 
Kim, 70, as the Oldest Finisher; 
Tri-Active Team for being the First 


Team to Finish Together; and the 
La Filipina Uy Gongco Corporation 
for having the Largest Number of 
Registrants. 

The event jump-started with 
welcome remarks from UFI 
executive director Ma. Pia Paz 
Uygongco and followed by a 
performance from Dinagyang 2016 
first runner-up Tribu Ilonganon of 
Jalandoni Memorial National High 
School, an adopted school of UFI. 

After about 30 minutes of trailing 


Benigno Aquino Ave., finishers were 
rewarded with exciting freebies such 
as caps, ballpens, shirts including 
free snacks like pandesal from 
Philippine Foremost Milling 
Corporation, Mama Tina miswa , 
Rico Rice corn rice and La Filipina 
corned pork, among others. 

Raffle items like two Apple 
watches and 20 Under Armour 
singlets were also given away by 
Chevrolet Iloilo representative and 
president Jan Andrew Po. 


The run, now on its sixth year, 
is one of the anticipated runs 
organized in Iloilo City as it not 
only showcases a fun program 
filled with exciting treats but it also 
supports improving the quality of 
education among public schools. 

In 2014, the foundation, 
through the fun run, was able to 
successfully fund the construction 
of the Aranguel Elementary School 
library which was completed the 
next year. 
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"Your health 
is our concern.' 


Buko Panda n 

Pu-p-uyu 

Mjlcubd 

IFIi* 


650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
Telephone Nos.: 242-9759 • 242-9758 



Teac her Bal dwin 

2036 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 
KRUIALSCtLtOT 



Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24 HOURS NATIONWIDE SECURITY OPERATIONS 


PHILIPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES^ CALL: 
415-1996* 711-3680* 740-3252* 783-5098 



LY C HIN 18 E . M M [] R AN.T S 




MUSEUM HOURS TUESDAYS- SUNDAYS 1-5 P M. 

Kaiaa-A pgbId King Herliga« Center, 32 Arde corner Cobildo Strops, InUemureo, MenJle. 
Tel j . : \2 5 • E 7&G ■ 527-6033 Fa*: (ES- 2152 7 -3035 Emai I: Into 9hihi/te my erg 
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OPINION 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


A martyr who 
refused to fall down 

B atangas Kipsi Memorial School ([][]) is the only 
Chinese school in Batangas City 
Obviously, the school is named after a person 
named Kipsi. But who is Kipsi? Why do the Chinese 
in Batangas commemorate him? 

Few people nowadays know about him. Even the 
younger Chinese residents in Batangas may have 
forgotten him. 

Chua Kipsi (ODD) was a resident and 
businessman of Nasugbu, Batangas. Born to a poor 
family, he came to the Philippines at the age of 13. 
He first worked at Chua Pun Yu’s (ODD) store in 
Manila. At 13, he was promoted to manager of its 
branch in Nasugbu. 

Through his efforts over more than 20 years, the 
business and market of Nasugbu prospered. Kipsi not 
only earned the trust and reliance of his boss but also 
the love and esteem of Filipinos. 

He was 
kindhearted, 
always ready to 
help the needy 
and take up 
the cudgels for 
a just cause. 
He helped 
build a hospital 
and school in 
Nasugbu, gave 
medicine to the 
sick, rice to the 
poor, as well as 
provided for 
the burial of those who could not afford it. 

Kipsi was not only popular in Batangas but also 
in the provinces of Cavite and Mindoro. In 1935, a 
neighboring town caught fire and the whole town 
burned down. He used his truck to buy bread and 
delivered them to the fire victims. He provided 
lumber and corrugated iron sheets from his store to 
sell on credit and at cheap prices to the fire victims 
so they could rebuild their homes. 

Following the Japanese occupation of China in 
1937, Kipsi joined the anti-Japanese movement in 
the Philippines and helped organize the Overseas 
Chinese Anti-Enemy Association’s (D D D D D 
Q Q ) chapter in Batangas. He was elected as its 
chairman for five terms. 

In January 1942, the Japanese army occupied 
Batangas and took over Nasugbu. On Jan. 25, Kipsi 
hid in the mountains, while continuing his active 
participation in various anti-Japanese efforts. 

Unfortunately, through a Chinese informer from 
Lipa City, the Japanese military police realized that 
the chairperson of Batangas Anti-Enemy chapter - 

GEMS, p. 6 



Chua Kipsi 


Bring our women home 


I nternational Women’s Day (March 8) this year was overshadowed 
by the candidates’ campaign sorties and the news about the 
Supreme Court voting 9-6 in favor of Grace Poe, which means 
she is not disqualified as presidential candidate. If she wins in 
May, we will then have our third woman president after Corazon 
C. Aquino and Gloria M. Arroyo. 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


While we boast of women leaders in our highest offices, 
women’s groups still consider our record of raising the status of 
women in the Philippines dismal. In fact, absent in most of our 
candidates’ platform is the issue of women’s protection, rights and 
empowerment. Although women in the A and B social classes 
have made great strides, women in the C, D, E classes remain 
marginalized and their status downright abysmal. 

Just last March 6, The Philippine Stars front page carried this 
news: “One woman or child is raped every 53 minutes.” The 
report quotes statistics from Center for Women’s Resources, which 
adds that seven in 10 victims are children. 

The women’s group Gabriela reported the same statistics last 
Nov. 15 and lamented the snail-paced dispensation of justice in 
the country, especially in cases of abuse against women. 

Republic Act No. 9262, “Anti-Violence Against Women and 
Their Children Act of 2004,” was passed in 2004 during the 
Arroyo administration. But violence against women continues 
with impunity. Only a few of these cases reach the courts; fewer 
result in conviction. 

“Police action is too slow because of the patronage system, 
bribery, or worse, the perpetrator is one of them. The judiciary 
has no sensitivity towards women victims and sometimes even 
resort to victim-blaming. No wonder violence continues despite 
more than 37 laws, executive and administrative orders to protect 
women and children,” Gabriela said in a statement. 

Aspiring candidates, especially women, should look into the 
abuses and the culture of impunity. We should choose leaders who 
have the political will to punish the perpetrators, so that victims 
can get the justice they deserve, especially when it involves heinous 
crimes like rape, murder and kidnapping. 

Bring our women home 

“Les Miserables” is now on the Philippine stage. My favorite 
song in the whole play is “Bring Him Home.” Taking off from 
the message of that song, I wonder if anyone can champion the 
cause of bringing our Filipina women home. 


It is not a popular issue and it is a difficult challenge. In fact, 
our government is getting frantic about the thousands of overseas 
workers being sent home from conflicts in Syria and retrenchment 
of workers in the Middle East due to low demand in oil. But I 
still need to emphasize that our society will gain much, much 
more if we can bring at least our women home. 

Bring home our teachers and professionals who work as 
domestic workers in Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan and Middle 
East - in repressive societies where the women are just chattels 
without value. That’s why, even their women employers take it 
out against Filipinas. They are so repressed they have to express 
their anger through abuse of other women. 

Bring home our women who work as bar girls and prostitutes, 
selling their bodies and souls to others in order to support their 
families. Bring home our women and their children from dismal 
conditions in refugee centers. 

Bring home our nurses and doctors. We lose the best of our 
skilled health workers while our countrymen suffer from lack 
of competent and skilled workers in our own hospitals. Let the 
foreigners who need treatment come here instead. We produce the 
best, the brightest and the most care giving nurses and doctors, 
but other people, not our countrymen, benefit. 

Bring back the urban poor mothers to their home provinces, 
give them livelihood and a chance for a decent life there. They 
and their daughters live in abject poverty, in subhuman conditions 
inside cardboard-like boxes where daughters lie side by side with 
brothers, cousins and even fathers who molest them. 

Remember the “Wowowee” stampede tragedy at the PhilSports 
Stadium in Pasig City 10 years ago? The stampede showed 
majority of victims were females. Why? It was because women 
were the ones who had the patience to wait in line for several 
hours in pursuit of their dream for financial gain, regardless of 
how illusory that dream was. We have seen, time and again, 
that women will do their creative best to constantly stretch their 
economic belt even when it’s at its tautest end. They are the 
mothers, sisters, aunts, grandmothers, cousins, friends gathered 
around us - the caretakers, the caregivers and the beasts of burden 
among us. 

Bring our women home by empowering our women, giving 
them opportunities to live with dignity, to use their God-given 
skills, know-how and inner power to help themselves and their 
families. We need a drastic paradigm shift, a drastic change 
of mindset, that can help us see that for every crisis, there 

BEATS, p. 6 
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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


PH restaurant lands in Asia’s 50 best 


Three years after opening 
its doors to showcase 
anthropologic cuisine j 
where cultures and 
traditions are translated 
into gustatory flavors, 
Gallery Vask has been awarded 
the No. 39 spot on the esteemed 
Asia’s 30 Best Restaurants 2016 
list and the title Best Restaurant in 




the Philippines at an award 
ceremony held in Bangkok 
j on March 1. 

* The only Philippine 
restaurant in this year’s 
Asia’s 50 Best Restaurants 
list, which recently named 
Filipina chef and restaurateur 
Margarita Fores as Asia’s Best 
Female Chef for 2016, Gallery 


Vask on its debut year topped 
acclaimed restaurants like Hong 
Kong’s Bo Innovation and L’Atelier 
de Joel Robuchon. 

Always inspired by homegrown 
ingredients, Gallery Vask chef and 
owner Jose Luis “Chele” Gonzalez 
has been known for his tasty menus 
that showcase his refined cooking 


technique and respect for Asian 
cuisines. 

Gonzales received the award 
with co-owner, architect and artist 
Juan Carlo Calma at the W Hotel 
in Bangkok before an audience 
of Asia’s most celebrated chefs, 
restaurateurs, and industry leaders. 

Gaggan in Bangkok has claimed 
the top spot on the list for a second 
consecutive year, retaining the 


coveted title The Best Restaurant 
in Asia, sponsored by S. Pellegrino 
& Acqua Panna. 

Asia’s 50 Best Restaurants is 
created by The Diners Club Asia’s 
50 Best Restaurants Academy, 
an influential group of over 300 
leaders in the restaurant industry 
across Asia, each selected for their 
expert opinion on Asia’s restaurant 
scene. 
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Chiquito - was in fact Chua Kipsi. 

On June 2, Kipsi was arrested 
in his store and brought to Lipa. 
He was detained with 39 other 
members of the anti-enemy 
association. 

The mayor of Nasugbu, Oliva, 
and other well-known personalities 
tried to bail Kipsi out. A Spaniard 
by the name of Roxas Antonio 
even tried to pledge his real estate 
worth millions just to save him 
but was refused by the Japanese 
authority. 

Kipsi was interrogated harshly 
five times, with the last one lasting 
five hours. In the first interrogation, 
the Japanese military police asked 
Kipsi why he organized the anti¬ 
enemy chapter. Kipsi answered, 
“Loving one’s country is the 
bounded duty of every national. 
The Chinese love China the same 
as Japanese love Japan; there is no 
difference. I am the chairperson, I 
take all the responsibilities. Why 
ask the others?” 


The Japanese military police 
said, “Great! Since you take all the 
responsibilities, fine, then I want 
to ask you, for the past five years, 
how much did you contribute to 
help the Chinese government in 
Chongqing (□ □ )?” (Chongqing 
is the capital of Chinese national 
government during the Japanese 
occupation of China.) 

Kipsi replied, “Ashamed to 
say, I am not able to fight in 
the battlefield for my country, 
or contribute more for national 
treasury as I am not a big 
businessman. As a storekeeper, 
my contribution was minimal, less 
than 50,000 yuan a year.” 

The Japanese got mad and 
shouted, “Fifty thousand yuan a 
year? You still consider that few! 
How much is much?” 

To which Kipsi replied calmly, 
“Be calm. What you said should 
be reasonable, after all. Did the 
Chinese soldier go to Japan, or 
was it not the Japanese soldier 
who went to China? You invaded 
us. Why could we not defend 


ourselves? As for donation, it is 
natural the more the better. For 
China, this is the case; even for 
Japan, isn’t it the same?” 

Kipsi’s just and forceful 
refutation terrified the Japanese. 
The latter then changed his tone 
and told Kipsi, “Do you know that 
your life is in our hands? You may 
choose whether to live or die.” 

Kipsi countered, “I already do 
not care for my life. You can do 
what you want, you need not talk 
that much.” 

On June 14, at 9 a.m., Kipsi 
was picked up by the Japanese 
military police and made to walk 
two kilometers to the cemetery 
where he was shot five times. 
Kipsi was fearless. He refused to 
kneel down before his executioners 
and stood erect and refused to fall 
down even after five bullets had 
hit his head. 

The Japanese executioner was 
astonished. He tapped Kipsi’s 
shoulder and said, “What a great 
heroic man, it is regrettable that I 
cannot save you.” 


BEAXS, from p. 5 

are opportunities. The overseas Fipino workers 
employment crisis is our chance to bring our skilled 
workers and professionals, especially the women, 
back home to serve our society rather than benefit 
other countries. 

Women power 

Before the word “multitasking’came in vogue, 
women were already veteran multitaskers as they see to 
the food, clothing, shelter as well as the mental, physical 
and spiritual needs of every member of the family. 

Mothers in our families are peacemakers, 
economists who try to budget and stretch the budget, 
educators who teach the children, janitors who clean 
up the mess at home, laundrywomen who see to it 
clothes are clean, cooks who provide food no matter 
how small the budget is... and a thousand and one 
tasks performed on top of being a bread winner. 

Now, women are not only becoming a significant 
unit of the society but also influencing the course of 
social change in society. As former United Nations 


Secretary General Kofi Annan said, “There is 
no tool for development more effective than the 
empowerment of women.” 

The Chinese say, “Women lift up half the sky.” In 
our group,The Outstanding Women in the Nation’s 
Service, we scrutinized and examined our women 
candidates very carefully and came up with five 
names from different parties. 

They are Leila de Lima, Lorna Kapunan, Risa 
Hontiveros, Susan Toots Ople and the one and only 
vice presidential candidate Leni Robredo. Win or 
lose, TOWNS wants to give them their chance to 
hold up half the sky. 

Filipinos deserve to be led by good people - 
good servant leaders, not popular personalities. But 
whoever you choose, make sure that the only criteria 
you use in choosing them is the greater good, the 
good of Philippine society. Help work for clean 
and peaceful elections; help build a just and equal 
society; help empower our women and give them 
the opportunity to rise and serve our country with 
honor and dignity. 
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Fujian tulouarchitectureconsidered outstanding 


China is new 

billionaire 

capital 

China now has more billionaires 
than the United States. 

The survey was done by Shang¬ 
hai-based Hurun, which publishes 
a monthly magazine and releases 
yearly rankings and research about 
the world’s richest people and their 
spending habits. 

Beijing has become the new 
“Billionaire Capital of the World,” 
overtaking New York as home to the 
most billionaires, notching a total 
of 100 billionaires to Americas 95. 

The study underlines how Chi¬ 
na’s elite continue to grow their 
wealth despite a slowing economy. 

The explosion in new wealth 
may have been due to Chinese 
regulators who recently allowed 
new initial public offerings in the 
stock market after holding back 
IPOs for years. 

Last year alone, Beijing gained 32 
new billionaires, while New York got 
four. Moscow came in third place, 
with 66 billionaires, while Hong 
Kong gained 64 and Shanghai 50. 

China’s richest man, real estate 
tycoon Wang Jianlin, placed 21st 
globally behind Wal-Mart scions, 
the Swedish family that owns Ikea 
and Brazilian investor Jorge Paulo 
Lemann. 

Other Chinese billionaires in the 
global top 100 included Alibaba 
founder Jack Ma, beverage magnate 
Zong Qinghou, and the tech bosses 
at phone maker Xiaomi, social 
media firm Tencent and Baidu, the 
search engine. 

Chinese cut plastic 
bag use 30% 

The Chinese government is poised 
to restrict the use of plastic bags in 
2016, according to Chinese media. 

Trade associations’ surveys 
showed 700,000 tons of shopping 
plastic bags were used in 2015, 
compared to a million in 2007. 

This reduction over seven years 
is equivalent to cutting crude 
oil consumption by 8.4 million 
tons and reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions by 30 million tons. 

In 2008, the government banned 
stores from handing out free plastic 
bags to customers. 


The Fujian tulou (Q Q ) is a 
traditional communal housing of 
earthen construction. 

Declared a UNESCO world 
heritage site in 2008, the tulou could 
be made of packed earth, granite 
or bricks. They are circular, could 
be several storeys high, and could 


The world’s most beautiful book 
awards were announced in Leipzig, 
Germany this month. 

The Chinese book, Order: 
Fangyuan Story , published by 
Guangxi Art publishing company, 


house up to 800 people. They were 
built for defense against armed 
bandits from the 12th century to 
19th century in the southern and 
western mountains of Fujian. 

The housing structure is built 
around a central courtyard with only 
one entrance. Windows opened to 


won the top prize, Peoples Daily 
Online reported. 

Organized by Stiftung 
Buchkunst, a German book art 
foundation, the competition judges 
examined about 600 works from 


the outside from the second storey 
and higher. 

A tulou is as solid as castles and 
stand up well against cannon fire, 
says website Amusingplanet. 

In 1934, rebellious peasants of 
Yongding County occupied a tulou. 
The army fired 19 cannon shots, 


32 countries to select the most 
beautiful books of the year. 

Fourteen books from eight 
countries won prizes. 

Written by Lu Chonghua and 
designed by Li Jin, Order: Fangyuan 


but made only a small dent on the 
tulou s outer wall. 

The Fujian tulou may have 
looked plain outside, but inside it 
was comfortable and “often highly 
decorated.” 

They are inscribed as exceptional 
examples of a building tradition and 
function exemplifying a particular 
type of communal living and de¬ 
fensive organization and, in terms of 
their harmonious relationship with 
their environment, an outstanding 
example of human settlement. 

The first tulou may have been 
built in the Song (960-1279) and 
Yuan (1271-1368) dynasties. Its 
architecture gradually matured 
during the Ming (1368-1644) and 
early Qing (1644-1911) dynasties 
and to the present. 


Story tells the story of a 33-year-old 
private bookstore, Fangyuan. 

Best friends Li and Lu both 
graduated from the Xi’an Academy 
of Fine Arts. Li became a professor 
at the academy. Lu began to manage 
the bookstore owned by his family. 

On every book order, Lu 
painted caricature portraits with 
different emotions to record 
his feelings. He spent four 
years making those memorable 
portraits into a book. 

Another Chinese book, Insatiable 
Desire to Learn , won the bronze 
prize. It was the second time that 
China has been honored with the 
title since Mei Lanfang’s opera 
portfolio picture book won the gold 
prize in 2003. 

Xiamen Univ opens 
campus in Malaysia 

China’s Xiamen University has 
opened its Malaysian campus, with 
an enrollment of 180 freshmen. 

Xiamen University Malaysia of¬ 
fers seven programs: New Energy 
Science and Engineering, Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, Chinese Studies, 
Journalism, Accounting, Finance, 
and International Business. 

Xiamen University was founded 
by Malaysian Chinese business 
tycoon Tan Kah Kee in 1921. 

It is one of the top Chinese 
universities, ranks 37th in Asia. 


Graffiti gives old homes new look in Shanghai 


It was no ordinary coat of paint that freshened 
up this old neighborhood. 

Artful graffiti followed whitewashing to decorate 
the facades of homes in an old housing area in 
downtown Shanghai. 

Built between the 1950s and the 1960s for 
industrial workers, the old homes were renovated 
jointly by the Siping district government and 
Tongji University’s College of Design and 
Innovation. 

Late last year, designers, artists and students 
combined their imagination, intelligence and 
abilities to create original patterns to liven up the 
local scene. 




Colorful graffiti and paintings brought a new look to 
this old neighborhood in the Yangpu District, Shanghai. 
[Photo by Zhou Dongchao/China.com.cn] 


3,000-year-old tombs 
found nearHenanstadium 

A group of ancient tombs was found 
recently near the Henan Stadium in 
downtown Zhengzhou, capital of 
central China’s Henan province. 

Zhengzhou Administration of 
Cultural Heritage said the tombs 
may possibly date back to the Shang 
Dynasty (about the 17th century-11th 
century B.C.). 

Pottery and animal bones were also 
found in the tombs. 





The earthen tulou is found in the western and southern mountains in the province. (CNS/Zhang Bin) 


Chinese book named 'most beautiful book in the world 
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A photo of Cai Wen Qing as a 
student (top), taken at a studio 
in Xiamen on Nov. 1, 1959. The 
reverse side (above) reads, “□ □ 

□ □ (Given to father Jun Chang 
[Chun Tiong in Hokkien] on Nov. 
10, 1959 from son □ □ Wen Qing 
[Bon Kheng in Hokkien]).” 


B reast pocket pe 


By Eduardo Chan de la Cruz 

A relative-finding quest can trigger chain reactions which 
sometimes go on and on. 

Our family had a reunion with long-lost China relatives 
in 2010. The reunion’s itinerary included meeting family friends 
with the same Chinese surname Chan ([] Zeng). That meeting 
sparked yet another successful search for a friend’s family. 

While scouring letters and photographs for that search, we 
unexpectedly reunited half-siblings surnamed Ong ([] Wang). The 
eldest sister lives in China and she has siblings in the Philippines. 
Without the mistake I made, they would not have known of each 
other’s existence. 

One of the siblings here is Julian Ong Jr. ([] [] [] Ong Tsai 
Hok [Wang Zai Fu]), or Mano Julian, a recently retired municipal 
treasurer of Lavezares town in Northern Samar. I first became 
acquainted with his half-sister Wang Lian Zhi (D D D ) in China 
a few years back. On Feb. 17, 2013,1 visited Lavezares to look for 
her half-brothers and sisters. On the day I found Mano Julian, his 
wife Merlita Chua-Ong (ODD Chua Diok Yan, Cai Yu Yan), or 
Mana Melly, was just as ecstatic as he was. 

Mana Melly briefly mentioned in our lengthy discussions that 
she is also Tsinoy and used to live in San Juan, Metro Manila. Her 
maiden name was Chua. 

A few months later, I returned to Samar to show Mano Julian 
photographs of me meeting his sister in China when I visited 
Quanzhou in Fujian province. 

Before I left, his wife handed me a cellophane bag with eight old 
photos inside. They were in black and white that already turned 
deep sepia with age. I looked at them: they were all from China. 

She said her father was a Chinese migrant, Chua Dee Tian. She 
too has a half-sibling in China. She did not know how her father’s 
Chinese name is written. She did not say it but I knew she wanted 
to ask my help to look for her sibling. 

And thus began this eventful search. 

Deductions 

To start a good search, relatives’ names and an address are 
needed. Photos give good clues, but old letter envelopes are best. 

Mana Melly could not identify anyone in the photos, but 
believed they were her Chinese kin. The old photos were all that 
remains as mementos of their Chinese roots. 

I asked her what Chinese dialect her family used. She gave some 
words in Hokkien which enabled me to isolate her ancestry to the 
Minnan triangle. This is a region in Fujian which is bordered by 
Minnan-speaking administrative cities of Zhangzhou, Xiamen and 
especially Quanzhou. 

Some of the old photos seem to confirm this. There was a house 
in the background, its walls appeared to be of granite stones blocks, 
a common construction material in Quanzhou. 

Unfortunately, Mana Melly did not have a clear photo of her 
father, just one blurred picture of him taken during her wedding. 
She lamented he was buried in a public cemetery in San Juan, not 
in a Chinese cemetery. 



Chinese inscriptions on a tombstone, which usually names the 
ancestral village, points clearly to the person’s origins. 

But we could not find his tomb. The San Juan government does 
not keep detailed records of those buried in its public cemetery, 
nor the specific location of the graves. 

But even if we had found the grave, it might not have offered 
much help in our quest: I was told there were no Chinese characters 
on his tombstone. 

Glimmer of hope 

A few months into the search, Mana Melly said another photo 
had been found: that of her half-brother as a schoolboy. There was 
Chinese written on the back. Now we have a name, one of the two 
critical elements needed for a successful search! 

The next step was to find a more specific address for him. This 
brother was said to have settled in Hong Kong. 

Envelopes of old letters from China would have had address to 
guide us, but none remained in Mana Melly’s family. 

On the photo were very small Chinese characters sewn to the 
breast pocket of the boy’s shirt. Initially, I thought it was a factory 
uniform. If we could determine the company we could ask for 
employee records. 
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This is the last photograph of 
her brother given by Mana Mell 
that became the crucial item in 
locating Cai Wen Qing. The patch 
on his breast pocket (below, 
magnified) led to the identification 
of his alma mater. 


Cai Wen Qing’s 
mother (the Chinese 
wife of Cai Jun Chang) 



For overseas 
Chinese, a 
family picture 
can sometimes 
be just a 
collaged of 
relatives. 
Different 
members of 
the Cai family 
are gathered 
here, yet most 
probably, they 
are settled 
in different 
countries and 
territories. 



Several years after her father died, Mana Melly and her 
siblings moved out of their home near the San Juan public 
market. Most of them settled in Samar. One time, while visiting 
their former home, a neighbor said a Chinese man had come 
looking for them, especially for her father. It was her Chinese 
half-brother. 

Unfortunately, the neighbors did not have their new addresses 
in Samar, nor did they get the man’s contact information. 

Social media 

To help in the search, I created my own Facebook group: 
Relative Finder: How to Search Your Roots in China (https:// 
www.facebook.com/groups/561215357276952/). 

I wanted an easy and widely accessible venue for the exchange 
information between people who want to search for their roots 
in China; want to meet their relatives in China; have found their 
roots in China and want to share their stories and experiences; 
want to help find other people’s roots in China. 

I added the scanned copies of the old pictures and 
this particular quest became one of the first active - and 
eventually successful - searches made through the group. 
In particular, my first call for help was the interpretation of 
the schoolboy’s photo. 


New partner in crime 

Through this community, I added friends and relatives who 
were involved in previous or ongoing searches. 

Edward Richard Ty Lim (ODD Lin Yi Hua) is one such 
fellow. He and his parents are avid readers of Tulay. Upon reading 
my articles, he looked me up on Facebook to ask if I could help 
do a similar search for him. 

Ed is very keen on studying Chinese language, culture and 
ancient history. With guidance from his dad, he can work with 
both traditional and simplified Chinese characters. He helped me 
translate the Chinese messages on the back of the old pictures and 
also did online searches for websites that were encoded almost 
entirely in Chinese. This was one of our first collaborations and 
his help was invaluable! 

Ed browsed through the album I posted in the Relative Finder 
online community. 

In three of the old photos were inscriptions on door posts 
- couplets - a traditional and notable feature in Chinese 
architecture. But the poor state of the photos prevented us from 
reading all the Chinese characters. 

Then, we tried to decipher the meaning of the messages on the 
reverse sides. One of the notes that looked important says, “[] 



Family photographs at an entrance to a house built with granite stones, common in Quanzhou administrative district such as Jinjiang city. On the back of the left photo 
is written, “Portrait together of son, 2nd son, 3rd son and grandson.” The back of the middle photo indicates, “Whole family picture.” Right photo had no caption but its 
characters and the setting show similarity with the two other photos. 
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D D D (Given to father Jun Chang or Chun 
Tiong in Hokkien).” Thus, we discovered 
Mana Melly’s father’s true Chinese name: 
Jun Chang may have used Chua Dee Tian 
in the Philippines. 

The family name Chua (Q Cai), Ed said, 
would help narrow the search. 

The message on the schoolboy’s photo 
gave the brother’s name: Chua Bon Kheng 
(D D D Cai Wen Qing). We deduced that 
the photo was sent by Cai Wen Qing to Mana 
Melly’s father to show he was dedicated to 
his studies. 

Indeed, another photo from the original 
eight showed a boy who looked like Cai 
Wen Qing. He wore a school uniform and 
was even holding a book. That one has an 
inscription noting the city of Xiamen. Was 
that the location of the studio or the school? 
We could not tell. 

Breast pocket patch 

Looking again at the last solo portrait of 
Cai Wen Qing, I asked Ed about the patch 
on his shirt. The first two characters looked 
like Q Q (Jinjiang City). Ed said the entire 
patch might read □□□□□□ (Jinjiang 
Third High School). He was not sure of the 
third character because it was so blurred it 
almost look like a black square. 

But the fourth character [] was the 
number three. So, combining the third and 
fourth characters probably was Q Q , or 
“third.” Ed was now pretty sure the patch 
gave that exact school name. 

Ed found webpages referring to Q Q Q 
D D D (Ji n ji an g Third High School).The 


writing was all in simplified Chinese. On one 
of these sites, someone had given the school’s 
history. Mentioned was the school’s original 
name □□□□□□□□ (Jinjiang City, 
Jinjing Town, Yuying High School). It was 
changed only to Jinjiang Third High School 
in 1952. The old name, Yuying High School, 
was more well-known. 

Yuying High School can easily be found 
on many Chinese webpages, including one 
that mentioned a Philippine branch of their 
alumni association. 

Another listed its telephone number and 
exact address. We figured since families tend to 
















tf ft 


An internet 9^^ ‘S"extensive history 
comment be 'S^ e g Third High School, 
name being Jinjiang 


#s new 


vuylng tUgli School 


► l-R n 


■ 4U! - ti 4- Li I 

-.-=*=-di imi ft±HiUr 

pJL 

n 

Fiji nH 

tfSi < 1 “2”^ 


Website of Yuying High School indicating its address. 
(http://125.78.49.12/contents/39/457.html). 


want their children to go to school near home, 
Cai Wen Qing’s village may just be nearby. 

First attempt 

With the school’s contact information in 
hand, I wrote a letter to the school principal 
via the fastest route available: email. Perhaps 
someone there will recognize the school 
uniform. 

I wrote on Oct. 30, 2013 asking if records 
still existed of students who were there in the 
1950s. If yes, do the records include that of 
Cai Wen Qing? Would the student’s address 
be listed? 

Lacking Ed’s proficiency in Chinese, I 
wrote my original note in English and used 
Google translate for the Chinese version. 

I did not receive any response. Perhaps my 
letter was poorly translated. So, I printed the 
email and sent it by courier so that there is 
online tracking if the letter did indeed reach 
the school. 


Cai Wen Qing may 
possibly be the young 
man standing at the 
middle. 


Cai Jun Chang’s 
Chinese wife (center), 
Cai Wen Qing (seated 
left) and his wife 
(seated right). Their 
son Cai Wei Wang 
and wife are standing 
behind. 
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Merlita Chua-Ong and husband Julian 
Ong Jr. (Photo from Facebook account of 
their daughter Michelle Ong-Lim). 



Edward 
Richard 
Lim (photo 
from his 
Facebook 
profile) 


I put down my Chinese nephew Shen Yang 
Qian’s (ODD) phone number - with his 
permission - in case the letter got lost. 

He knew of my quests and how I helped 
his family reunite with their kin in Samar. So 
he too volunteered to help me follow up my 
inquiry by calling the school itself. The school 
said it is the one indicated on the breast pocket 
logo. But alas, most of the school records from 
the 1950s were lost. 

I followed up on the other lead: that Cai 
Wen Qing might be living in Hong Kong 
today. 

In April 2014, my family and my wife 
Sierras family visited Hong Kong and Macau. 
I printed Chinese flyers with help from my 
nephew Shen Yang Qian who composed the 
message. I dropped or pasted copies of these 
in almost every public area we visited: trains, 
escalators, public buses, ferryboats, ships. 

I posted these in Hong Kong Disneyland 
rides and in the most-visited historic buildings 
in Macau’s World Heritage Site, inside 
restaurants, boutique shops, walkways, police 
stations and even inside rest rooms and atop 
urinals. In all, I posted 50 flyers, most of 
them on the busiest train stations that zigzag 
the metropolis. 

The message on the flyer, an appeal for 
help in our relative finding quest, was also 
an appeal for greater understanding between 
the Philippines and Hong Kong whose 
relationship at that time had gone sour. 

My heart jumped each time I saw someone 
pick up and read my flyer. Not just because 
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□ □□□□□□□ or 
simply ODD Hao Yu 
Lian). 

I recalled that the 
website of Jinjiang Third 
High School had a 
Philippine branch of its 
alumni association. 

Cai Wen Qing’s 
school photograph was 
dated 1957. I decided 
to ask the school’s local 
alumni association for 
help. Perhaps someone 
from batches 1957, 
1958 and 1959 would 
recognize him when 
they see the picture. 

I found the parent 
alumni association 
office. The secretary 
there confirmed 
that the school’s 
alumni association 
is a member of 
their umbrella 
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Kong 

it is one chance that someone who may have 
known Cai Wen Qing; it is also one more 
person who now may recognize that the link 
among the Philippines, Hong Kong and 
China includes familial bonds and that it goes 
deeper, beyond current disputes between our 
countries.. 

Returning home, I hoped someone may 
have recognized Cai Wen Qing. I hoped for 
success.. .but nothing happened. 

Third attempt 

Funny how providence brought me new 
clues! 

I read every issue of Tulay. In the 
community news page of the May 6-19, 
2014 edition, I saw a photograph of the 
April 27 opening ceremonies of the “China- 
Philippines Paintings and Calligraphy 
Exhibit” sponsored by The Overseas Chinese 
Alumni Association of the Philippines (G 



Unknown relatives 


organization. 
Finally, I asked if 

I could be in touch with alumni members 
for Jinjiang Third High School. 

She also recalled that the previous president 
of the association, Eddy Ong Guzman (G G 
G Ong Eng Suan or Wang Rong Xuan) of 
the Chinese Amity Club (D D D D D D ) 
was an alumnus of the school. 

What’s more, Ong Eng Suan’s son is a 
trustee of Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran which 
publishes Tulay. She said perhaps the son 
can help us liaise with other branches of their 
school’s alumni association in the mainland 
or Hong Kong. She gave me the son’s number 
since she said she coordinates with Ong 
through his son. 

I went straight to Bahay Tsinoy Museum 
in Intramuros where I learned Ong Eng Suan 
is the father of Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran board 
member Michael Chen Guzman (ODD 
Wang Pei Yuan) and Kaisa’s current executive 
vice president. 

I got in touch with 
Michael, showed him 
the old photos which 
he passed on to his dad. 
Within hours, they had 
a lead! 

The next day, 
Michael asked for 
Mana Melly’s number. 
They had found her 
half-brother Cai Wen 
Qing, and is still alive! 

Apparently, during a 
fund raiser for Jinjiang 
Third High, Cai Wen 
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Qing had made a donation. Consequently, his 
name and contact information was recorded 
in the list of alumni donors. 

Indeed, he and his family now live in 
Hong Kong but he sometimes returns to 
the mainland to visit the Chua ancestral 
village. 

According to Michael, the Cai hometown 
is Eh Pia 11 ([][]), near Jinjing town (G G 
and 30 minutes away from Jinjiang. Yuying 
High School is very near their hometown. 

I was told the son Cai Wei Wang (G G 
G ) would be our main contact for now. Cai 
Wen Qing is often in the mainland. I made 
contact through Wechat, an online mobile 
phone messaging software in Hong Kong 
and China. 

My friend Ed helped me translate Wechat 
messages from Cai Wei Wang. He introduced 
his family: Cai Jun Chang had three sons 
and one daughter. The eldest is the daughter, 
Cai Wen Qing is the second, the third died 
in Taiwan in 2005, and the fourth is in the 
mainland. 

Cai Wei Wang also mentioned he 
recognized the people in the old photos. 
They were relatives. Cai Wei Wang sent me 
eight recent photographs of their family. Cai 
Wen Qing’s resemblance of the old photos 
to the new photos is uncanny! I reciprocated 
by sending recent photos of Mana Melly’s 
family. 

I forwarded the China photos to Mana 
Melly by courier. The two half-siblings have 
yet to meet, but family photos have already 
been shared. Given the lack of reliable 
Internet service in Lavezares, I continue to 
be the conduit for communication between 
the two families. 

This search has been through so many 
hurdles and challenges. But the realizations 
and knowledge gained and friendships built 
make it more a priceless gain rather than 
wasted time. 

For one, the experience is a testament to 
the power of photos as tools of searching 
lost kin. 

It is another quest accomplished. It is 
also a discovery of other different routes 
to help find relatives. Social networks were 
used heavily, both online and off. The 
extended network included conversations 
with Kaisa, Tulay and the Filipino Chinese 
Alumni Associations! 

This is also the first successful find coursed 
through the online group I created. Modern 
technology, like Facebook, Google, Wechat 
has proven to be very powerful collaborative 
tools in searching for roots in China, even 
though Facebook has been banned in the 
mainland. 

Technology, old-fashioned visits and 
relationships together help build bridges that 
enable families to come together. 
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Raphael: The School of Athens, commissioned by Pope Julius II to decorate a suite now known as the Raphael Rooms in the Vatican. 
[wikimedia commons, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.Org/w/index.php?curid=2194482] 


Much ado about the Renaissance 


By Yuriko Lee-Tsumura 

S ome time in late July, my friends and I 
discussed which classes we planned to 
take for the incoming school year. Our 
department was rather small, so there usually 
weren’t a lot of classes offered (there was only 
one class per course number). This upped 
our chances of being in the same class with 
our friends, so we usually tried to match our 
schedules with each other. 

I had a break in between my Tap class 
and one of my Arts of the World class in my 
schedule. A friend suggested that I take the 
Renaissance class that fitted perfectly in the 
time slot of my break. 

As another incentive, the professor who 
was teaching the said Renaissance class had 
also taught my Modern Art class which I 
enjoyed. My friend convinced me that it 
should be fun because of the professor and 
that I would be able to kill two birds with one 
stone, considering a quarter of a semester will 
be spent on Renaissance in my Arts of the 
World class anyway. So, might as well drown 
myself in Renaissance art in one semester 
instead of two. 

Before attending the Renaissance class, 
I never dwelt much on the movement. It 
seemed like a pretty big deal in world history 
class, but the reason behind it never really 
got across to me. Maybe it’s because it wasn’t 
elaborated in high school. It was taught as a 
very important era for learning and the arts, 
but there was a lack of context to it. 

Truthfully, I thought Renaissance was kind of 
boring especially because of the types of subjects 
it was famous for. To me, it was just an era full 
of portraits, like the over-rated Mona Lisa, and 
religious paintings. These two types were quite 
common through most of the periods of art in 
between Classical and Modern, so what was it 
trying to prove? Why was it so special? 

To further emphasize how dull Renaissance 
seemed, I kept thinking about how it would 
never be as mind-blowing and exciting as 
Modern art and its rule-breaking spirit. On 
the other hand, it still remains on top of the 
Classical art and Modern art on my list of 
choices of thematic electives. Classical Art had 
a heavier emphasis on form instead of color 
while Medieval just looked so cartoon-like. It 
certainly looked like the least evil among the 
three movements. 

On the first day of class, our professor 
asked us about our expectations. I wasn’t too 
sure what to say. I guess I expected paintings, 
because what would a Western art class be 
without paintings? So there, paintings... 
made during the Renaissance, because that 
was the title of thematic art class after all. In 
my mind, I listed down that we were going to 
learn of a revival of classical values as well, but 
I wasn’t too clear on what the values were so I 


decided not to write it down. I also expected a 
lot of memorization, mostly because the class 
was dominated by art studies majors (and 
having choices in an exam about paintings is 
just not how we live). 

My concern regarding classical values 
was addressed during the whole of our next 
meeting. As per art history style, we tackled 
the context before the actual art movement 
because more often than not, movements 
were either influenced by or a reaction to the 
events that happened before them. 

We discussed Plato, Aristotle and their 
philosophies on art, which would then shape 
the patron’s view of art during the Renaissance 
(here was the classical values that I was looking 
for) and its subsequent movements. 

The hold of classical values was just such 
a strong canon that it was the very reason 
Modern art was very controversial in the first 
place! We also tackled a bit of medieval art and 
why the mimetic feel was kind of lost during 
the time period. 

On our third class, the main point of the 
whole Renaissance movement was set upon 
us: the importance of mimesis (ancient Greek 
meaning “to imitate”) and naturalism. 

This can be seen in Giotto di Bondone’s 
Madonna Enthroned. He was claimed to be 
the first Renaissance painter because he pio¬ 
neered naturalism that manifests through the 
Madonna. The drapery of her clothes follow 
the shape of her body, there is a gradation of 
light and dark that suggests her figure and her 
body is stocky and proportionate. 

The representation of the Madonna (or Mary) 
started to look more like a real person and less like 
a mere drawing. This trend of mimesis peaked 
at the high Renaissance; the more life-like and 
naturalistic the art appears the better the art was. 
Many people (both then and later) equated this 
development as an improvement in the quality 


of art and prized mimesis as a basis for deciding 
which pieces of art are better. 

This emphasis on mimesis can still be seen 
today in situations when one is asked to paint 
a picture. When the picture is painted, we 
expect it to look like the subject and the more 
photographic the quality or the more illusory 
devices are used, the better it is considered. 
When the work deviates from being mimetic, 
it is deemed childish or lacking in “proper” 
technique. 

Aside from the elevation of naturalism, 
another legacy of the Renaissance is the bias 
towards intellectualized compositions. 

A lot of the Renaissance paintings and 
artists the average person knows is usually 
from the Italian Renaissance: Leonardo Da 
Vinci (Florentine), Michelangelo Buonnaroti 
(Florentine), Raphael Sanzio (Roman), and 
Titian (Venetian), to name a few. 

Many of these artists do preliminary 
sketches and studies on their subjects (i.e. the 
anatomy of their subject’s physique) before 
they start the actual painting. They are also 
well acquainted with the use of perspective, 
chiaroscuro (Italian artistic term used to de¬ 
scribe the dramatic effect of contrasting areas 
of light and dark in an artwork, particularly 
paintings), and many other techniques that 
enrich the illusory quality of a painting. 

Many Venetian artists use references and 
characters from Greek and Roman mythology 
in their works. There is an unspoken rule that 
the use of classical subjects elevates the status 
of a painting. The preliminary knowledge of 
the classics is treated as a sign of class. 

Although it wasn’t discussed in our 
Renaissance class, I also learned that the 
Renaissance helped launch the Reformation 
and to an extent, the Counter-Reformation. 
Art was a display of wealth and status by the 
rich. Wealthy patrons had commissions done 


in their name to show their influence. 

One of the major patrons was the Church 
(think Sistine Chapel and religious subjects 
for many of the paintings during the era) but 
due to the lack of funding for their projects 
and commissions, this necessitated the sale 
of indulgences, which was the last straw for 
Martin Luther. He nailed his 95 theses at the 
door of a church and the rest is history. 

Going back to the summer before the 
semester, our professor kept emphasizing how 
controversial Modern Art was and it was only 
at the end of the semester that I got the reason 
why. The later movements in art questioned 
the necessity for illusory quality in art (and 
some movements, like abstraction questioned 
the need for form altogether), which was one 
of the prime characteristics of the Renaissance. 

People found it difficult to accept splotchy 
brush strokes and dribbled paint as art because 
the Renaissance had set the standard for years 
to come. It was a major movement whose 
ideals can be still strongly felt today. 

In the end, the Renaissance still isn’t exciting 
to me. Rather it is awesome, inspiring, grand, 
calm, majestic among many other things. 
Although I may have had some doubts about 
taking the class, I don’t regret spending a 
semester studying it in-depth at all. It was a 
movement based on Greek and Roman ideals, 
but at the same time it was a product of its time. 

It was great in almost every sense of the 
word; it was arguably the first of its kind, its 
main characteristics became pillars of art in the 
Western world (at least before the modernists 
came into play) and the later movements were 
either developments or reactions on it. 

I now fully understand why my former 
teachers couldn’t pass on its greatness in just 
the span of a few lessons; it was a topic that 
needed so much more time and patience for 
one to fully grasp. 
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PARENTING 


By Meah Ang See 

T here was news recently of the Philippine 
run of “Les Miserables” beginning this 
March and of a Filipino-Australian girl 
who is cast as Cosette. My girls know many 
of the songs in “Les Miserables,” especially 
Cosette’s solo, “Castle on a Cloud.” 

Shobe immediately asked, “If she’s here, 
how will she go to school? Maybe she will go 
to Raya!” 

During an interview, Cosette - Chloe delos 
Santos - and other child cast members answered 
shobe’s query: a tutor accompanied them. I then 
explained to shobe how the childrens schedules 
might look like, given that they have to perform 
in the evenings and study in the mornings. 

This is one popular version of homeschooling. 
Other common recipients of homeschooling 
that Filipinos are aware of are children who 
are sick, or those who cannot afford to pay 
tuition fees. The homeschooling movement in 
the Philippines in gaining ground. It is not an 
easy decision to make. It is time-consuming and 
takes a lot of effort, and definitely takes a lot of 
dedication, grit and patience - tons of patience. 

Contrary to earlier beliefs, homeschooling is 
a conscious lifestyle choice. A primary concern 
in parents’ minds is the quality of education 
they provide their children. The time and 
effort poured into homeschooling are definitely 
worth it. 

The entire family has to adjust. For one 
thing, one parent has to dedicate majority 
of his/her time to homeschooling - that’s 
parenting literally 24/7. One parent I met 
homeschool all her children. Her twin boys are 
full-time scholars at Ballet Philippines whose 
dance class schedules are 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
two weeknights and three hours on Saturdays. 

Achi has also been learning ballet at 
Ballet Philippines since she was four. She has 
progressed quite rapidly and is now at level 
Pre-Beginners II, passing through two levels 
in four years. 

When achi got promoted in March 2015, 
I inquired with the principal regarding achi’s 
progress, thinking it was too fast because she 
is now the youngest in her class. The principal 
replied that children stay an average of two to 
four years per level. 

From what I understand, achi’s quick 
progress is something I should be very happy 
about because it means she’s quite good. Yes, 
I’m very happy and proud of her BUT (in all 
capital letters), she informed me recently that 
when she turns 9, she was going to audition for 
a scholarship to the CCP Dance School. Ouch. 
It might mean that I have to homeschool her. 

I don’t think I’m ready for that, nor do I 
think I have the constitution to ever do it. 

There are two poles to homeschooling. 
On one end of the spectrum is loose structure 
where children might concentrate on dance for 


M y sc hool 
at home 



an entire year, or finish 
three academic levels 
in one year. The other 
end is where parents 
set up a “classroom” 
inside the home and 
simulate a “real” 
school experience 
with fixed schedules 
and even uniforms. 

The large middle 
of the spectrum 
is where many 
homeschool advocates 
in the Philippines 
place themselves. 

The Homeschool 
Association of the 
Philippine Islands 
recommends that parents join homeschool 
programs offered by existing schools like The 
Master’s Academy, Catholic Filipino Academy, 
and Kids World, among others. 

This allows parents to eventually conform 
to requirements of conventional schools and 
universities if and when the child eventually 
moves into them. Being part of an institution 
means the child could avail of standardized 
exams at certain intervals, certificates and 
official transcripts of records. 

My friend Alice decided to homeschool her 
youngest of five children, E, because she could 
see he was having difficulty in a traditional 
school even in first grade. 

In the beginning she struggled with the 
content she needed to teach her second grader, 
but eventually gained a firmer foothold in 
the program when she enrolled E in Blended 
Learning Center in Cubao. The center offers 
different homeschool programs that parents 
could choose from. 


The program Alice chose sees E in school 
four hours a day, four days a week. It is especially 
helpful for Alice because she can now continue 
to work part time, but still be hands on with E’s 
education. This blended program is also very 
helpful for parents who choose to homeschool 
but are not very confident in certain subject 
matters. 

What about socialization for E? This is 
one of the most frequently asked questions in 
homeschool communities. If the homeschooled 
child goes into conventional schooling or enters 
university, can he adjust? Contrary to popular 
belief, homeschooled children adapt quite well 
in any given situation. Homeschoolers do not 
live in a vacuum. Because they are closely guided 
by parents who find other homeschooled kids 
their children can be friends with, and who 
bring the children pretty much everywhere, 
the children encounter a variety of people of 
all ages to socialize with. 

The other frequently asked question 
is the expense. People usually think that 


homeschooling is way cheaper than tuition 
fees. But the costs could be staggering as well. 

While parents do not have to pay tuition or 
uniform or traditional school supplies, there 
are other costs. Since there is more “time,” 
homeschool parents go on plenty of field trips. 
As well, some parents choose to get the best 
equipment possible. 

I met a homeschool parent of three boys 
whose eldest graduated college from Ateneo 
de Manila University. When her eldest was 
being homeschooled for high school, she had 
considered buying laboratory equipment like a 
microscope and glass slides, beakers, flasks and 
a Bunsen burner and staggered home with her 
head reeling from the peso amount she could 
not afford. They eventually made do and 
asked a local school if her son could use some 
laboratory equipment on Saturdays. 

This was when homeschooling was not the 
in thing and there was barely any support for it. 

Homeschooled children can also take on 
many other interests in sports or the arts that 
they may not have time for when they are in 
school for six to seven hours. This also translates 
into extra costs for those classes. 

Is it all worth it? The best part for Alice is 
that family values are directly transmitted and 
learned by the child without interference or 
negative influences from unknown factors. 

Hindsight is 20/20, but if she had to do the 
parenting thing all over again, she would have 
homeschooled all five of her kids. 

If I ever find myself homeschooling achi, I 
think I will end up on the looser structure side 
of the spectrum. (Yes, I am already considering 
and dreading this possibility because achi turns 
9 this year). 

Achi has never had academic issues so I 
think we could cover academic subjects in a 
breeze. Her father started teaching her how to 
code (computer programming) when she was 
7, and she understands the concepts better 
than I. She does have many, many interests 
in both the arts and the sciences. 

As of the end of February, she says she wants 
to be a “ballerina-scientist-programmer-fashion 
designer-traveler.” Maybe homeschooling her 
will help us pursue those interests. (P 


DC 

o 


a. 

GC 

O 

CO 

CO 


CO 


Tulay, a Filipino word which means "bridge,” makes it a point to tackle national, as well as community- 
specific issues. Students read it to learn moreabout Chinese-Filipinoculture, members of the academe for its 
research articles, the general public for its news and features pertaining to the Chinese Filipino community. 

Please check box for preferred mode of receiving your copy: 

□ Print (via post): One year subscription: P360 (local) | US$40 (Asia) | US$50 (USA, EU, Canada) 

□ PDF (via email): One year subscription: P360 (PH and Abroad) 

Please make check payable to Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran. 

Name:_ Age:_ 

Address:_ 

Occupation:_Tel._Fax:_Email:_ 

Fill up and send subscription form to: KAISA-ANGELO KING HERITAGE CENTER, Anda corner Cabildo Streets 

Intramuros 1002 Manila or fax subscription form to 527-6085 or email to tulayweekly@gmail.com 























14 | March 15-April4,2016 | TlJcy fortnightly 


CW 


cu 

LTURE 





•• n □□□"□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ A 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ M 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□ ^ 

□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□ □ □ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□ ^ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□"□"□□□□□□□□□"□"a 
□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□a 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □ □ □ □ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□□□□□□□□□□□"□□"□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□"□□"a 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

:□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
:□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

: □ □ □ □ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
:□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
:□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

:□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
:□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


an Er Xin Hun,” a line from the Book of Songs, has 
become the standard wedding greeting, meaning 
something like “Happy wedding!” 

Then as now, a wedding was a happy occasion. The 
ceremonial as well as nuptial chambers were bedecked with 
red lanterns and big red candles were lit everywhere. 
The windows and doors and the bride’s dowry 
boxes all bore red paper-cut symbols of double 
happiness [] . This symbol dates back 
Song Dynasty (960-1279). 

At that time, in the capital city of Kaifeng, 
an official surnamed Ma had an only 
daughter. Seeking to marry someone 
after her own heart, she composed 
the first line of an antithetical couplet 
and hung on the street, making it known 
that whoever was able to respond with a 


satisfactory second line would become her husband. However, after half a year no one had 
come forward with a good second line. 

But one day, Wang Anshi happened to be in the capital for the imperial examinations. When 
he saw the first line of the couplet, he shouted “Bravo!” again and again. But he had to hurry off 
for the examinations. However, as soon as the examinations were over, the Ma family sent for him 
and asked for his second line of the couplet. 

Without hesitation, Wang Anshi wrote his response and was accepted as the son-in-law of the 
family. On the wedding day, the names of successful examination candidates were proclaimed and 
Wang was among them. So it was a situation of one happiness coming on top of another. Overjoyed, 


When wordsfail, use idioms... 


By Eleanor Tan HOklden Sty I Q (17) 



□ □ □ □ 

um tsai si wa 

don't know if dead 
or alive 

a carefree person who 
does notthinkfar ahead 

□ □ □ 

bo tsiu n kui 

not like a ghost 

behaving shamelessly or 
mischievously 

□ □ □ □ 

bo sim bo l<ua n 

no heart and liver 

apathetic or cruel-hearted 

□ D □ □ 

kip teng kip to 

tense intestine and 
stomach 

being very impatient and 
in a hurry 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

di song kue 
kue ta kue tam 

Luzon streets get 
dry and wet easily 

the poor can easily 
become rich and the rich 
become poor. 
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Wang wrote a big red “double happiness” and had it pasted on 
the door. From then on, the symbol gained popularity. 

Nuptial rites in ancient times, whether for royalty or common 
people, comprised the following ceremonies: yingqin , the 
bridegroom going to the bride’s home to escort her to the wedding; 
baitang, making formal bows; heji, tying together a strand of hair 
from the brides head and another from the grooms head; hejin, 
drinking from the nuptial cup, and others. Of course, how elaborate 
the rites were differed greatly between royalty and common folk. 

In ancient times, the bridegroom would go to the bride’s home 
with a carriage or decorated sedan chair to fetch her, accompanied 
the whole way by a band and setting off firecrackers. 

Owing to the influence of minority nationalities, there was 
a custom during the Tang Dynasty (618-907) of having the 
bride alight first at a blue cloth tent before the bowing ceremony 
began. After the Song Dynasty, the bride was taken straight to 
the groom’s house. 

In those times, offering sacrifices was also part of the nuptial 
rites. The bride and the groom would then share the same piece 
of sacrificial meat, which signified that from then on, the couple 
was on equal footing. The rite of formal bows is believed to have 
evolved from this ceremony of offering sacrifices. The bride 
and the groom were required to bow together to heaven and 
earth, to their ancestors, to parents and lastly, to each other in 
a ceremony caWed jiaobai or “exchange of bows.” 

After this ritual, the couple retired into the nuptial chamber, 
called dongfang or “cave room,” for the heji or hair tying 
ceremony as a token of mutual trust and pledge. 

Following that, they drank nuptial wine and rinsed their 
mouths, each using half of a dried gourd for a dipper. The bride 
and the groom would exchange wine cups which were joined by 
a ribbon of colored silk bearing a knot which signified two hearts 
joined together. This is he jin which during the Song Dynasty 
was called jiaobeijiu or bride and groom toasting each other. 

The bride and the groom would exchange their wine cups 
which were conjoined by a ribbon of colored silk bearing a 
knot which signified two hearts joined together, a symbol of 
the inseparable relationship between them. 

The nuptials reached a climax with the wedding banquet held 
amidst loud congratulations and much merriment. 

During the Tang Dynasty and in some areas inhabited by 
national minorities, the bride and the groom and their relatives 
and friends would sing to each other throughout the ceremony. 

The feudal practice of marriages arranged by order of 
the parents with matchmakers acting as go-betweens was 
common in ancient times. The bride and the groom had no 
say whatsoever in this matter. 

As a general rule, a match was concluded after the completion 
of “the six rites.” These began with the groom’s family sending 
a matchmaker to the bride’s family with presents to propose a 
marriage and ask for the girl’s name and horoscope. On this 
basis, divination determined whether the match was auspicious. 
If found to be so, the groom’s family would send the matchmaker 
to the bride’s family again, first with betrothal gifts and then with 
more expensive marriage gifts. The two families would then 
discuss and set an auspicious date for the wedding. 

The concluding rite was for the groom to come in person 
to take the bride home for the nuptial ceremony. As can be 
seen, all the six rites were based on pecuniary considerations 
and family status. 

In China today, traditional marriage rites with their elaborate 
customs are gradually dying out. Young men and women enjoy 
freedom of choosing whom to marry and having real happy 
weddings. O 


^///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////^^^^ 
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Buddhism and its association with the Silk Road. It sheds 
light on how Gandhara (ancient name for Peshawar, 

Pakistan) helped influenced the shaping of Buddhism 
in the Bamiyan region. It was the Gandharan form of 
Buddhism that was first encountered by the peoples in 
these parts of Asia, when monks traveled along some 
of the routes of the Silk Road. The Buddha statues and of the two major branches of Buddhism, originating in 
the cave art in Bamiyan Valley are representations of India. Mahayana also refers to the path of seeking complete 
Gandharan Buddhist art in the Central Asian region. enlightenment, and is also called Bodhisattvayana. 

So the Silk Road brought not just trade between China, Mahayana sutra is a broad genre of literature that 


the Mahayana Sutra Manuscript. 

Sutras (Sanskrit for “string” or “thread”) are recordings 
of oral teachings of Gautama Buddha though in Indian 
tradition, it refers to aphorisms in the form collected as 
a manual. 

Mahayana (Sanskrit for the “Great Vehicle”) is one 


| India and the West, 

| encouraged the flow of 
| cultures: Greek art in- 
| fluencing Buddhist art, 

| travel also brought the 
| scripture teachings to 
| China, where they were 
| translated into Chinese 
| and helped shaped Bud- 
| dhist thinking, religious 
| practice and culture into 
| today’s Chinese, Korean 
| and Japanese expressions 
| of Buddhism. 

| The scripts were identified to have been written in that these scripts 


survived mainly as Chinese and Ti¬ 
betan translations of the original 
Sanskrit texts which became 
the foundation of the vari¬ 
ous Mahayana Buddhist 
schools. The Mahayana 
sutras are considered lega¬ 
cies of Buddha, although 
the early versions were not 
texts but oral teachings 
preserved through tradi¬ 
tional practices or recitations 
by his disciples or followers. 

One may conclude 
may not seem important or 
three systems, namely Brahmi, Kharosthi and the Bactrian relevant when seen from a religious perspective because 

variant of Greek. An overwhelming majority were written of uncertainties and incompleteness, since a lot of the 
in Brahmi, which is also the source of most indigenous materials were damaged or irretrievable, or were lost 



scripts of South Asia as well as the major Southeast Asian 
scripts. 


in translation or could hardly be translated. But such 
artifacts, when seen from a historian’s point of view, 
The composite manuscript has around 500 folios and could be valuable in the study of civilization and culture 

contains various texts. From the various sutras, four have as well as the evolution of languages and understanding 

been identified to belong to a single, larger manuscript, of historical events. 
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By Angelo B. Ancheta 

May the light of Buddha increase radiance like sunlight, 

May the dharma wheel roll out continuously to benefit all living beings, 

May the triple jewel prosper and be present always in this world. 

— Buddhist prayer 

On April 3, the Seng Guan Temple 
and Bah ay Tsinoy will hold a very 
special exhibit at the museum. Venerable 
Phrabommasith, Buddhist Minister of 
Thailand, will personally bring four 
pieces of ancient fragments of Buddhist 
manuscripts found in a cave in Bamiyan, 
Afghanistan for exhibition in Bahay 
Tsinoy from 4p. m. to 7p. m. only. 


A statue of Buddha stands next to caves 
cut into the mountainside at Bamiyan Valley 
(below left); the destruction of the buddhas 
by the Taliban last March 21,2001 (top); and 
what is left after the bombings (above). 


A lthough Buddhism is widely practiced in Asia, very little is known about the 
history and culture that Buddhism had a hand in influencing. When a rich 
source of Buddhist manuscripts was discovered in a cave in Afghanistan, it elicited 
scholarly interest. For Buddhist scholars, this huge find of well-preserved though 
fragile manuscripts promised valuable information and insight into the history of Buddhist 
tradition and its development throughout Asia. 

In 1996, Martin Schoyen purchased a fragment of manuscript from a London bookseller 
and started what has come to be known as the Schoyen Collection. 

It is considered the largest private collection of various manuscripts (geographic, linguistic, 
textual and material) from around the world, spanning 5,000 years of history Most of the 
materials are kept in Oslo and London. 

Schoyen’s efforts played a major role in rescuing these items to enable the study as well as 
preservation of this heritage. He generously opened up the collection for scholarly research, 
greatly enhancing our understanding of the history of Buddhism. 

The manuscripts (most of them in fragments) were discovered in a cave in Bamiyan Valley, 
Central Afghanistan, in 1993-1995, by the locals fleeing the invading Taliban forces. A 
study of the manuscripts revealed they were from between the second and eighth centuries 
A.D. Scholars believe that the original collection was destroyed by invading Muslim armies 
and the surviving manuscripts were meticulously kept by monk-scribes in earthen jars and 
buried in caves. The dry climate of Afghanistan helped in preserving the precious relics. 

A significant number of other fragments were damaged when the Taliban bombed a 
carved stone statue of Buddha located near the caves in 2001. 

Many of these fragments were collected by the Schoyen group from 1997-2000, through 
purchases from Afghan tradesmen and London antiquarians. The bulk of the material 
comprised around 5,000 leaves and fragments and around 7,000 micro-fragments written 
on palm leaf, birch bark, vellum, leather and copper. 

The Buddhist manuscripts in the Schoyen Collection not only contain valuable 
information about how Buddhism developed in India, but it also gives insight about 
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